
CHURCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT minutes of the  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 19th January 2021 at 7.30 pm via Zoom 
 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence 
    1.1 There were none 
 
2. To receive and consider declarations of interest & written 
requests for dispensation   
     2.1 Cllr King declared her interest in item 5.1.2 
 
3. To consider and sign the minutes of the last meeting 
     3.1 It was RESOLVED to sign the minutes 
  
4. Public Open Forum 
    4.1 No members of the public chose to speak 
 
5. Planning 
    5.1 To consider the following planning application:- 
    5.1.2 P2074/20/FUL- Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As 
Amended). 
    Drews Farm, Bulley Lane, Churcham, Gloucester. 
    Erection of an agricultural building to house cattle 
 5.1.2.1 There were no objections to this application  
 
6. Finance and Audit 
6.1 To receive and consider approving a financial report from the 
RFO 
       6.1.1 The clerk reported the following:- 
                 Treasurers Account £1325.22 
                 Business Banking Account £11485.15 
                 HMRC payment £216.30 
 
 



6.2 To consider and approving the following for payment: 
         6.2.1 Clerk’s salary £306.50 
         6.2.1.1 It was AGREED to pay the clerks salary - proposed  
         by Cllr King and seconded by Cllr Price 
 
7. To receive a report from the clerk 
7.1 The clerk reported the sad passing of Terry Denby and the 
Parish Council sent their condolences to be passed onto the 
Denby family. CLERK to send condolences 
 
8. To received update re the Cross Parish Communication 
Group 
8.1 Cllr Francis gave an update on the meeting with the consultant 
and FODDC Nigel Gibbons and Chris McFarlane, the planning 
consultants report has been completed and circulated. It was 
RESOLVED for the document to be submitted. 
The backup report, legal document from planning lawyer, Cllr 
Francis has circulated and this report will also be submitted. 
Update from Joint parish group - the FODDC refused extension of 
consultation period, The FODDC want to engage with Joint Parish 
Croup , FODDC want to communicate when the local plan has 
been formulated. The Comms Group have given a £600 
donation toward the cost of the £1200 solicitors bill - It was 
RESOLVED that the  
council would pay the remaining £600 as previously agreed. Cllr 
Francis to pass on thanks to the Comms Group. Cllr Robinson 
reiterated the need to set out terms of 
engagement with the FODDC. 
 
9. To approve the consultants report for submission to Forest 
of Dean District Council 
9.1 This agenda item was APROVED in 8.1 
      
10. To approve the solicitors report to FODDC and consider 
payment 
10.1 This agenda item was APPROVED in 8.1 
 
 



11 .To receive verbal reports from Councillors 
Cllr price expressed concerns about the flooding at Oakle Street, 
the road was used as an unofficial  cut through and now the road 
surface is horrific, there are huge pot holes at Hooks Barn and 
residents are considering putting a claim into council for damage to 
wheels 
CLERK to report pot holes in Oakle Street 
Cllr Robinson explained that the usage of a minor road when a 
major road was closed was inevitable and that it has to be used. 
Cllr price requested that it be noted in case of a 
serious situation 
Cllr king reported that a member of public reported a tyre on the 
grass verge on the A40 near the school. CLERK to report to street 
warden. Also the pot holes between the Kings Head and Huntley 
near the garage CLERK to report to Highways England 
Cllr Reeves – thanked Highsways for renewing the white paint and 
cats eyes 
Cllr Brooks - had nothing to report 
Cllr Newbery had nothing to report 
Cllr Robinson reported from the Council Counil on the ongoing 
flooding issues and pointed out that £70 million had been spent on 
flood response since 2007. There is currently 220 covid patients in 
Gloucestershire Hospitals which represents 30% of the hospital 
beds and 225 Covid patients are being monitored and cared for in 
their own homes. Gloucester have so far given 49,000 vacinations, 
with the expectation of 169,000 by mid Feburary. 
The County Council draft budget is proposing a tax increase of 
1.99% in the coming year. The Government limit is 2%. The 
Government have said that a 3% social levy can be 
added to meet costs of adult care which is increasing. The council 
are proposing for 2.76% increase which equates to £60.00 for a 
band D household. The adult care budget is 
increasing within that programme, caring for people in their own 
homes rather than care homes is working well. The budget for 
children services increasing substantially as ofsted still say the 
service is inadequate. Funding for the programme has increased 
by £6 million this year and the total cost is over £100 million per 
year to fund. 



Elections due in May but might be delayed. 
District council - nothing to report 
Cllr Francis asked about a meeting of council in camera, Cllr 
Robinson said he was unable to elaborate as it would be a breach 
of his council responsibilities, but explained that the council want to 
make an inventment which cant be done in public as it would 
breach some commmercial confidences. It will become public in 
the future if they decide to go ahead.  
Cllr Robinson asked the cabinet member responsible economic 
development about the Churcham broadband issue, he was told it 
was not a financial issue and that it was a deliverability issue. Cllr 
Robinson will take the matter forward and ask the question:- 
If finance is not the issue then why have they not instructed 
gigaclear to deliver the service to Churcham? 
Cllr Francis asked why they were deferring elections in the FOD 
but would not grant an extension to consulation period. Cllr 
Robinson explained that the mechanics behind 
running elections (ie use of village halls) etc is the reason also the 
change to postal votes would require a legislation change. He also 
pointed out that the local plan has been 
extended once.  
Cllr Price had been in contact with David Cogram, from Dupla who 
gave a short presentation on Dupla the wireless internet provider, 
it was agreed for him to send further details to Cllr Price which 
would be looked at in the future. 
  
12. To consider the date of the next meeting 
12.1 The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 16th February 


