
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2

To be completed only by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was f25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2422123
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was €25,000

or less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exeinption; or

b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed f25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountabitity
Return to the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of ii to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for
which the Authority will be charged f40 +VAT for each letter; and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:
. Annual lnternal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authori$.
. Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority websitelwebpage
before 1 July 2023.

Publication Requirements
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulatlons 20f 5 and the
Transparency Code for Smalter Authorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3
" Annual lnternal Audit Report 2422123, page 4
. Section 1 * Annual Governance Statement2022123, page 5
. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022123, page 6
. Analysis of variances
. Bank reconciliation
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review
Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority should not certify itself as
exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR 2422!23
and return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by the external
auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be f210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Retum constitutes the annual return refened to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015
Throughout, the words 'extemal auditor' have the sarne meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

"for a complete list of bodies that $,ay be smaller al$harities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and AccountabifiA Act 2014.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2022t23, Sections 1 and 2
. An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must

do so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2023.lr1should not submit itsAnnual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requiremenis of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

. The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder
letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT for each letter.

. The authority must comply wilh Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in lhe Practitioners' Guide* which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

. TheauthorityshouldreceiveandnotetheAnnual lnternalAuditReportbeforeapprovingtheAnnual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presenied
to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the
AGAR approval.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes Ieft empty), and is properly signed and dated.
Any amendments musi be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off

. You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners' Guide* which may assist.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2022) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2A2$.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the cornmencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

. The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'15, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2023.

*Gavemance and Accountability for Smaller Aufftarities in England - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Pracfices,
can be downloaded fiom www.nalc.gov.uk or from unwv.ada.org.uk
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All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published? J
lnternal Audit Report Haveallhighlightedboxesbeen completed bytheintemalauditorand explanationsprovided-1 t,
Section 1 Foranystatementtowhichthe response is'no', isan explanation availableforpublication-1 I
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before

presentation to the authority for approval? I
l{as the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting? I
Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box 8? J
ls an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party? I pl*

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? {Local Councils only) Nln '



Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2A2A23 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross incorne or gros$ expenditure
did not exceed e25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2A23, and that wish to ertify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section I of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirernentto have a limited assuran@ revieruy orto submit anAnnualGovemane andAccountabilfu
Return to the extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June an23
notifying the extemal auditor.

Cuufl{umn Pn(,Su GA4JelL
certifies that during the financial year 2022f23, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total groes annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed t25,000

Total annualgross income forthe authority 2022f23:.

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2A22f23: t q ? b b 
,

There are ceriain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify ibe$ as exempt so that a lirnited
assuran@ review will still be required" lf an authority is unable to confinn tre statements below then it
cannot certify ibelf as exempt and it must submit the compbted Annual Govemance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurElne revierx for which a fee of 8210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

" The authority was in exislence on lstApril2019
. ln relation to the preeding financial year {2821122}, the externalauditor has not:

. issued a public interest report in respet of the authori$ or any entity connected with it

. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice under paragraph I {1) of Schedule I to the Local Audit and Acoountability Act
2014 ("the Acf), and has not withdrawn the notice \

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the As{

. made an application under section 28{1} of the Act for a declaratbn that an item of account is unNaudul,

and the application has not been withdrarrrn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
r |fug court has not dechrcd an item of aocount unlartrful afier a persn made an appeal under sction 28{3} 0f *te Act

lf the above staternents apply and the author$ neither received gross incone, nor incurred gross expendifure,
exceeding 825,000, then fre Certifiete of Exemption en be signed and a copy submified to the extemalauditor
either by ernailor by post (not both),

The Annual lntemalAudit Repcrt, Annual Govemance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 {2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority websitetuebpage* before { July 2023.
Signing this certiftcate confirms the authodty ryill comply uith the publication rcquiremerb.

Signed byire Resoonsible Financial fficer Dale

(uuoc'rIA

Slgned by Chi-irman

(e+tncrt\
Generic email address of Authority

rsfoal*rt
Da{e

8fe7/X

I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as remrded in minute rebrence:

5.3
Telephone nurnber

"Published uveb address

hktfl 2l{ cVrwcl^nm^prisl.coo,nc.i l, *X,,hfu- .

Olll-Y this Certificate of Exemption should be rehrrned EITHER by email OR by post {not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 38
June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of E#) + VAT.
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Annuai lnternatr Audlt Report 2*23,t?a

Q+uz L.{f, 4:"L{-. (a i ('r\ Co-r,\) (-( L

htt p', I I cVlrrc h.ou1^{rar ish count i I " org " ulL .

During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting iridependently and on the

basis of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures

and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidene from the authority.

The internal audit for 2022t23 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.

On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table,

Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,

in allsignificant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout lhe financial year to a standard

adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expndilure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arranqements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process, progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correc{ prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F" Petty cash payments were propedy supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were propedy applied.

I-1, Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an

adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

J.

lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021122, it met the
exemption criteria and conectly declared itself exempt. {lf the authariiy harl a iimited assurance
reviavt of its 2021/22 AGAR tick "nai covered")

L" The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevanl legislation.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority conectly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {duing the 2A22-23 AGAR peri*d,
ysere fiublic rigttts in relatlan to th* 2G21-22 AGAR evidenc*rl by a notice a* the utebsiie and/or
aulhority appraved mrfiufes c*nfirmirtg ihe dates set).

i{. The authority has complied with the publicafion requirements tor 2O21l22AGAR
(se-e,4GAR Page 1 Guicla*ce l{otesl.

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds {including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any olher risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Dale(s) internal audit undertaken

(? C'-Y }e;l-! .

Nane of person who canied out the internal audit

S{,a5'- -g- ,qr . fu u.5 L-€€ .

g?l31'i:,fl5i,i,xT#::.- (eoacrrA 
. Date / I

.<
V uLr )o;3

{
"lf the response is 'no'please state the'implications and action being taken ta address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if neded).
**Note: lf the response is 'not mvered' please staie wtren the rnost recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; o1 if coverage is not required, the annual intemal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed)
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$ection t - Annual Governance $tatement ?;82A23

We acknowledge as the members of:

[r*a/Leurq^^ FOf-r$U Gvt^rCrL .

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2O23,that:

1. lflb have put in phc€ ana*gements for effective fnancial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accornting staternents. /

pfepared its ac:cwnting stateflF-nts in acerdance
wilh the Aaounls and Audit Regulations.

2. M& maintained an adequate system of intemal confol
including measures designed to prevent and deteci ft,aud
and corruption and revisned its efrectiveness. I

made prary anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public monsy and resources in
its charge

3. Vtr€ took all reasonabb sieps to assure oursefues
lhat $erc are no matters ol adual or potential
non-conrpliance wi& laws, regulations and Pr@er
Practhes that could have a s{,nificant financial e&cl
on the ability of this authority to cofldud its
busi*ess Gr manage its finances-

I
has only &ne what it has the legal paaer to do and llas
cunplied *rith Praper Pradices l.r dorng so-

4. \r& provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of ebctors'rights in accordance with the
requB€ments of the Accounts and Audit Regutatioos. J

duing the year gave all persuts interesfed the oppattunity to
inspxt and ask questions abaut this authority's acaunts.

5. Vl,b canied out an assessrent of the risks fucing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemal cont-ols and/or
extefilal insurance cover srhere required. J

cansidercd ard dacufiented the financial and other risks it
faces aN dealt with then prapety-

8" tr E rnaintained throughout lhe year an adequate and
efuc{ive system of iniemal audit of the a,munting
records and conlrol systerns. J

amnged for a compelent person, independent of the financial
canttols afid pracedures, to give an obkdive view an whether
intemal cantrols meet the needs af this smager authyity.

7. V1& took apgopriale acibn on all matiers raised
in reports from intemal and extemal audit T respat}ded to matters brauEht ta its attention by intemal and

extemal audit.

8. S€ considered 9Jhether any litigatbn, liabilities cr
commibnents, events or transac*ions, occuning either
during or affer the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and" where appropdate, have includ€d them
in the accounting statements.

di*)o*d everything it shauld have about its business aclrvrty
duing the year inc;lading events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9, {For bcat councils onlyi Trust furuls includi*g
charitable. ln our capacity as &e sole managing
kustee we discfrarged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(syassets, iilcluding
financial reportirg and, if required, independent
exar*ination or audit.

has met all of rts respansibitities where as a body
carporate it is a sale managing trustee of a tacai trust
ortrr$s,

J
"For any statemeilt to which the response is'no', an

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the altlorfugp:

rt_o+_U
and recorded as min*ute reference:

s"3

explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk

terancxt

(o,tnc& 
,

The adhority websitelwebpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

t"tttp S I cln,nrcharrncp.i & c.,r,i€ici { 
" 
o 13, *L .
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$ection 2 - Acceunting $tat*ments 2822123 fcr

Cuuf.Cue+n floA SU Gr,nJel L

Total balan*s and reserves at the beginning af the year
as recorded in the financial recods. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amaunt af precept (orfor /DBs rafes and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.\20c0 lLb{;=
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or ntes/levies received (line 2). lnctuda any
grants received.

3. {+) Total other receipts

Tatal expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all emp{oyees. lnclude gross sa/an-es and wages,

e m p loye rs N I contrib uti o n s, em p loye rs pe n si on
contribulions, gratuities and severarce payments.

4. (-) Staff costs

tt+u 
t bb+b

Total expenditure or payments of capital and inlerest
made during the year an the autharitfs borrowings {if any).

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
bookless siaf cosls (ine 4) and loan interest/capital

S. (-)An other payments

Tatal balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

B- Total valtre ofcash and
short term investnents

l? {dt+ t tbqoq
The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts. cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agrw with bank reconcitiation.

9 Total frxed assets plus
long term investments
and assels

"rt 
l\ wsbf

The value of all the praperly the authoity owns - it is made
up of all its fxed assefs and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total borrowings t'J\; rJ'L
The orftstanding capital balance as at 31 March af all loans
from third parties {including PWLB).

The C,ouncil, as a body corporafe, acfs as so/e trustee and
ri responsrb/e for managing Trust funds or assels.

'!'la. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The ftgures in the ac:counting statements above do nat
include anv Trust transacfions.

1db. Disclosure note re Trust funds

I certiS that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Slatements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Govemance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitionerc' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the qg-thoritv Jor aootoval

I confirm that these Accounting Stalements were
approved by this authority on this date:

ralm Iate
as recorded in minute reference:

s'1
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved

fuoa eraDate

(rApc**,
rt\m\t r*
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